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A Study of Derivational Morphological Features
of Tamil Language

Ven. Halpitiye Samithasiri

There are five major word classes or lexical categories in
Tamil. They are noun, verb, adjective, adverb and conjunction.
In Tamil language nouns are classified into two. They are rational
and irrational. Humans are classified as rational and all other
nouns which are animals and objects are classified as irrational.
There are three types of nouns in Tamil. They are single nouns,
compound nouns and derived nouns.

‘Creation of new lexemes is the province of derivational
morphology or derivation.’In Tamil language, morphemes
attach with nouns, verbs, adjectives and word doublers. As a
result of that, it creates a large number of new words. It is called
nominal derivation. Nominal derivation is formed by suffixation
or prefixation.

Nominal derivation is formed in three ways. First,
morphemes are attached to verbs, second, morphemes are
attached to nouns, and third, morphemes are attached to
adjectives. Here, the morphemes can be suffixes or prefixes.

Verb + suffixation Noun

Nuhman (1999) has mentioned fourteen bound morphemes
which are attached to verbs and they create new lexemes. They
are §41 /ci/ & /si/, Oy /ppu/ & /ai/ oub /am/ &) /vu/ &ens /
kkai/ ena /kai/ emio /mai/, 10g) /mati/, emeu /vai/, ell /vi/, F&Fev
/ccal/ wGerm ois0 /al/.

In my research I have found out eleven bound morphemes
than those of Nuhman. They are oiser /akan/,epT /har/,Quisd/
iyal/,0i N /ppi/,orend /maanam/,emeu/vai/,Liud /ppam/,wmi/
maar/,Liuredt/ ppaan/,un/paatu/ and &sib/kkam/. For example,
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Verb + akan Noun
1. 1. ur® + Sime - LML &601
/patu/ + /akan/ - /patakan/
Sing + DS - Singer
ii. Blg + oiH6u - BlQ 60T
/mati/ + /akan/ - /natikan/
Act + DS - Actor
Verb + n~ar Noun
2. 1. o + @hiT " - oEhiT
/ari/ + /nar/ - /arinar/
Know + DS - Man of erudition
1.  Gemel + @i - FEMGUEHT
/suvai/ + /nar/ - /suvainar/
Taste + DS - Connoisseur
Verb + ppi Noun
3. 1. & + 19 - &L
/sura/ + /ppi/ - /surappi/
Secrete + DS - Gland
Verb + manm Noun
4. 1. Gxui + LDmeuTLD - Bz UlomeID
/tey/ + /manam/ - /teymanam/
Rub + DS -Depreciation
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1. &L_®

/kattu/
Build

111, eurm

/va/
Come

1v. nu
/peru/
Receive

Verb

5 1. &8

/kara/
Draw (Milk)

il. um

/para/
Fly

Verb
6. 1. Ll (h
/kittu/
Gather up

. ellevb@
/vilakku/
Put aside

In the following example, 1 —
suffixes are attached to root verb to create new lexeme.

+ LOM6uILD
+ /manam/
+ DS

+ LOM6uILD
+ /manam/
+ DS

+ LOT6uILD
+ /manam/
+ DS

+ vai
+ w6
+ /vai/
+ DS

+ emell
+ /vai/
+ DS

+ mar
+ omir
+ /mar/
+ DS

=+ LomiT
+ /mar/
+ DS

- &L_(HLOT6TLD
- /kattumanam/
- Contruction

- Q(THLOITEOTLD

- /varumanam/

- Income

- QuipIoTeTLD
- /perumanam/
- Value /Worth

Noun
- BBEN6)
- /karavai/
- Milch cow

- LIB6Eme6
- /paravai/
- Bird

Noun
- Gnl_(HLOMIT
- /kiittumar/
- Sweeper

- oMoV @ Lo
- /vilakkumar/

- Broom

iii, two types derived
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Verb + ppu + an Noun
7. 1 6wl + 1y + o601 - SemniLITedT
/kani/ + /ppu +an/ - /kanippan/
Calculate  + DS - Calculator
. eug + 1y + e " - euIQUILIT6dT
/vati/ + /ppu +an/ - /vatippan/
Strain + DS - Strainer
. &Hm + 1y + e - FHmriumest
/tira/ + /ppu +an/ - /tirppan/
Open + DS - Opener
Verb patu Noun
8. 1 &b + un( - &L (puur®
/kattu/ + /patu/ - /kattuppatu/
Bind + DS - Restriction
. o6 + unl - S EUUTH
/tattu/ + /patu/ - /tattuppatu/
Knock + DS - Shortage
Verb + nar Noun
9. 1 BLSS + BT - BLSSBIBT
/natattu/ + /nar/ - /natattunar/
Conduct + DS - Conductor
. e11pgl + BT - 61(LD&IBT
/elutu/ + /nar/ - /elutunar/

Write + DS - Clerk
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1. Noun + suffixation Noun

Nuhman (1999) has mentioned there are nine bound
morphemes which attached to nouns and they create new
lexemes. They are ‘eyefl’/ali/,"@uisd’/iyal/, gmeld’/sali/,  smyes’/
karan/,‘smfl’ /kari/,  semb’/tanam/,‘ gieud’/tuvam/, @uib’/iyam/
and ‘ syenen’/alan/.

In my research, I found out eight bound morphemes than
those of Nuhman. They are ‘ewio’/mai/,"@L 6v’/ital/,'@enir’/
inar/, iomedt’ /man/,‘ sueti’/an/, ulg /ati/, eued’/ani/  and  ‘epiT’/
nar/. The examples for each bound morpheme are given below.

Noun +mai Noun
10. 1. Mlewev + e - HenevsnLo
/milai/ + /mai/ - /nilaimai/

Condition + DS - Situation /

1. HeMev + D - HMEVEMLD
/talai/ + /mai/ - /talaimai/
Head + DS - Leadership

111. Qe +emn - QuenTenip
/pen/ + /mai/ - /penmai/
Female + DS - Femininity

1V. =y6000 + D - SEWTMLD
/an/ + /mai/ - /anmai/
Male +DS - Manliness

V. euel + e - euedlenip
/vali/ + /mai/ - /valimai/

Pain +DS - Strength
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vi. @erfli + o - GerlliTenio
/kulir/ + /mai/ - /kulirmai/
Cold +DS - Coldness
Noun + ital Noun
11. 1. ued + @6 - ueuIL6v
/pali/ + /ital/ - /paliyital/
Sacrifice (lives) + DS - Sacrificing
11. UTTene6 +8Le0 - UTTeneuUTIL 6D
/parvai/ + /ital/ - /parvaiyital/
Sight + DS - Supervision
111. LOTEM6Y +8Le0 - reneouiL 60
/malai/ + /ital/ - / malaiyital/
Garland + DS - xchanging
Garlands (marriage)
1v. Gumir + @Le - GumfLev
/por/ + /ital/ - /porital/
War + DS - Fighting
Noun + inar Noun
12. 1. elmpa + @Yoot - ell[pb &6t
/viruntu/ + /inar/ - /viruntiar/
Hospitality + DS - Guests
. Ufley + Qe - Uifledlevrit
/pirivu/  +  /inar/ - /pirivinar/

Division + DS - Section of people
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iii. 2. me + @i - 2 meler
/uravu/  +  /ipnar/ - /uravinar/
Relationship +DS - Relations

iv. Osmemsd +  @ert - GHmTenasuie
/tokai/ +  /inar/ - /tokaiyinar
Amount + DS - Amount of people

V. AU + @& - cueHBUIEIT
/vakai/ +  /inar/ - /vakaiyinar/

Kind + DS -Kind of people
Noun + man Noun
13. 1 ®evel +  1omedt - &6V LDT6IT
/kalvi/ +  /man/ - /kalviman/
Education + DS - Scholar
. usg +  Lomed ST Y T o
/pakti/ +  /man/ - /paktiman/
Divotion + DS - Divotee
. &&8) +  Lomed - FHHNDT6T
/sakti/ +  /man/ - /saktiman/
Strength + DS - Supperman
v. ysHa +  Lomedr - U Some
/putti/ +  /maan/ - /puttiman/
Knowledge + DS - Clever person
Noun + an Noun
14. 1. uevld + SLET - LIGOSTE0T
/palam/ + /an/ - /palavan/
Strength + DS - strength person
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il.  &ewIb + LT - HETEUTEDT
/kanam/ + /an/ - /kanavan/
Respectable + DS - RespectablePerson

1.  @emild + DUE - (GHCIeTeH
/kunam/ + /an/ - /kunavan/
Character + DS - Kind heated Person

Noun + ati Noun
15.1. amdal + S - FnSHHTY
/kuttu/ + /ati/ - /kattati/
Dance + DS - Dancer

1. eumul + Slg - UTWImY
/vay/ + /ati/ - /vayati/

Mouth + DS  -Talkative person
Noun + ani Noun

16. 1.  enmey + el - SH6ITEUTE
/kalavu/ + /ani/ - kalavani
Theft + DS - Thief

il. elehepTemd + el - ellehepmen

/vifinanam/ + /ani/ - /viiifiani/
Science + DS - Scientist

iil.  olehepTemd + el - SiehEhmel
/afifianam/ -+ /ani/ - /afifiani/
Spiritual ~ + DS - Aperson who is
spiritually ignorant
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iv.  QuliehehTeurd
/meynfianam/
True knowledge

Noun
$H606V

/kalai/
Arts

17. i

1. el
/kavi/
Poem

2. Adjective +

+ el - GlouiehehTedT

+ /ani/  -/meynfiani/

+ DS -True
Knowledgable person

+ nar Noun

+ @bt - BHEMEVEHIT

+ /Mar/ - /kalainar/

+ DS - Artist

+ ©hiT - HeEhT

+ /Mar/ - /kaviiar/

+ DS - Poet

suffixation Noun

There are six suffixes which attached to adjectives and
they create new lexemes. They are “euedr’ /van/, euesit’ /val/, suir’ /
var/,‘euitaent’ /varkal/, &1’ /tu/ and ‘emex’ /vai/.

Adjective +

18 i SlpHTen  +
/alakana/ +

Beautiful +
1. 2 _WyLomes
/uyaramana/
Tall
Adjective +

19. 1. supsmen +
/alakana/ +

Beautiful +

van

66T
/van/
DS

+
+

_l’_
val

66T
/val/
DS

Noun

- SILPSBITET6U6H
- /alakanavan/
- Handsome man

GUGH - @ UIJLDT6OI6U6T
/van/ - /uyaramanavan/
DS - Tallest man
Noun

- SIPSHTEE)GT

- /alakanaval/

- Beautiful woman
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il. 2 _wyworer  + QUG - ©_WIFLOT6UI6M6NT
/uyaramana/  + /val/ - /uyaramanaval/

Tall + DS - Tallest woman
Adjective + var  Noun
20. 1. OILpSBTET + QU - SIPBHTETEUT
/alakana/ + /var/ - /alakanavar/
Beautiful + DS - Beautiful person
il. 2 wywrer + QU - ©_WIJLOT66NT
/uyaramana/  + /var/ - /uyaramanavar/
Tall + DS - Tallest person
Adjective + varkal Noun
21. 1. iDHTE0 + QUTEHENT - SIPBHTOTRUTH6NT
/albakaana/ + /varkal/ - alakanavarkal/
Beautiful + DS - Beautiful persons
1. o _wyworer + QUTHGIT - 2_UITLOT6I6UTH6IT
/uyaramana/ + /varkal/ - uyaramanavarkal/
Tall + DS - Tallest persons
Adjective + vdjkal Noun
22. 1. DB TE0 + &l - DIPHTEH]
/alakana/ + /tu/ - /alakanatu/
Beautiful + DS - Beautiful thing
il. o _wiyomenr  + &l - 2 WITLOT6g)
/uyaramana/ + /tu/ - /yaramanatu/
Tall + DS - Tallest thing
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Adjective + vai
23. 1. oipsmen + a6
/alakana/ + /vai/

Beautiful + DS

il. 2 wyworer + a6
/uyaramana/+ /vai/
Tall + DS

3. Prefixation + Noun

Noun

- DIPBTETENE
- /alakanavai/
- Beautiful things

2 _WIJLOT60T6n6)

- /amanavai/
- Tallest things

Noun

There are five prefixes in Tamil, which are attached to
nouns and they create new lexemes. They are ‘=’ /a/,‘&inr’ /
tur/,’ 9’ /apa/, ‘@i’ /nir/ and ‘o6’ /ava/. For example,

/a/ + Noun - Noun
24, 1. 3 + 1333 - OB
/a/ + /niti/ - /aniti/
prefix + justice - injustice
ii. Y + FHPHID DIFHHLD
/a/ + /suttam/ - /asuttam/
Prefix + Clean - Unclean
1. oY + Brafsd - SpTHMAsD
/a/ + /makarikam/ - /anakarikam/
prefix + Culture - Uncultured
1v. oY + HIT6VLD SIBHTEVLD
/a/ + /kalam/ - /akalam/
Prefix + Period - Unearthly time
Y oY + aleUT LD - SeleITsID
/a/ + /vivakam/ - /avivakam/

Prefix + marriage - unmarried
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Vi. oY + AL SICH6NMTEILD
/al + /kavravam/ - /akavravam/
Prefix + Respectable - Irrespectable
/[tur/ + Noun - Noun
25. 1. &I + UT&&WID SHITLITSHS WD
/tar/  + /pakkiyam/ - /turpakkiyam/
Prefix + Fortune - Unfortunate
1. SHIT + BL_HNDH SITHL Hem
/tur/  + /natattai/ - /turnatattai
Prefix + Behavior - Misbehavior
1. SHIT + BTBBLD SHITHTBHBLD
/tur/  + /mam/ - /turnarram/
Prefix + Smell - Bad smell
/apa/ + Noun - Noun
26. 1. oI+ SrH) - DUBTHF
/apa/ + /krtti/ - /apakirtti/
Prefix + Fame - Infamy
ii. ou T+ & @ 600TLD SILIF 60D
/apa/ + /sakuna - /apasakunam/
Prefix + noun - 11l omen
/mir/  + Noun - Noun
27. i iig + & Bited
/nir/  + /kati/ - /nirkati/
Prefix + Way - Helplessness
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ii. I + G6uILD - BiT@ewid
/mir/  + /kunam/ - /nirkunam/
Prefix + quality - Without any
quality
1ii. BT + LD6VLD - [BIiTD6VLD
/mir/  + /malam/ - /nirmalam/
Prefix + noun - Spotlessness
/ava/ + Noun - Noun
28. 1. o+ 60L& 6mTLD - SIRIGVL_F6UTLD
/ava/ + /latcanam/ - /avalatcanam/
Prefix + Beauty - Ugly
ii. S+ wflwrend - Seuflwumeng
/ava/ + /mariyatai/ - /avamariyatai/
Prefix + Respect - Insult
11i. Sy + LDIT6OTLD - SleUDTELD
/ava/ + /manam/ - /avamanam/
Prefix + honour - Dishonour
4. Word doubler + suffixation — Noun

In Tamil language, word doublers are there. It is called
‘irattai kilavi’ in Tamil. Word doubler means a meaningless
word doubles itself in a sentence and it gives a thyming word.
On the other hand it is said, repetition of similar terminal sounds

in two words. For example,
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29. 1. F6uF6V
/sala sala/
1. Uemuen
/pala pala/
1il. elpielpl
/viru viru/

New lexemes are created by attaching suffixes to word
doublers. In my research, I found out two suffixes which are
attached to word doublers and they create other new lexeme.
They are ‘Liy’ /ppu/ and ‘HgHev’ /ttal/.

WD + ppu - Noun
30. i. smEm + iy - HRIFBIOL
/surusuru/ + /ppu/ - /surusuruppu/
Activeness
i1. elpiely + (i - almeimiiy
/viruviru/ + /ppu/ - /viruviruppu/
Excite / thrill
111. F60F6V + (i - F6ugFeullL]

/salasala/ + /ppu/ - /salasalappu/

Soundof flowing water

WD + ttal - Noun
31. i. Fevgev + HPHEL - FeOFEVHH6D
/salasala/ + /ttal/ - /salasalattal/

Sound of flowing water

. GaGHH + B0 - HFRGHFHDH0
/kusukusu/  + /ttal/ - /kusukusuttal/
Whispering



50O DOLBD @edSw eom»w 219

Conclusion

So far we discussed the derivational morphological

features of Tamil language.‘Creation of new lexemes is the
province of derivational morphology or derivation.In Tamil
language, morphemes attach with nouns, verbs, adjectives and
word doublers. As a result of that we could see a large number
of new lexemes are created in Tamil.
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