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Abstract

Lord Buddha has enriched the world of knowledge through diversified disciplines.
The main aim of this reserch was to explore those educational psychological concepts as
revealed by the “Sutta Pitaka”. This aim was achieved through the exploration of educational
psychological concepts found in the “Sutta Pitaka”. The discussion and analysis were mainly
conducted under five major themes: (a.) the concept of student (b.) the concept of teacher
(c.) educational concepts (d.) psychological concepts, and (e.) teaching-learning methods as
revealed by the “Sutta Pitaka”. Discussion and analysis led to several significant findings.
The first theme showed that the concept of student had been introduced in the “Sutta Pitaka”
in a broad spectrum of topics such as student’s characteristics, the role of a student,
personality development of student, teacher-student relationship, student’s conduct towards
a teacher, student achievement and student’s internal and external conduct. The second
theme highlighted many characteristics that a teacher should have but rarely evident in
modern education. It was also emphasized that a teacher could not mould a student
systematically without being exemplary. It further showed the importance of a teacher to be
a man with policies and maintain a relationship similar to that of a father and son. The third
theme was discussed under three subtopics: child, adult, and moral education. Child
education found out the importance of being disciplined parents even before they conceived
with the child. The adult and moral education revealed that several solid practices were
available in the “Sutta Pitaka” which can address existing problems in modern education.
The fourth theme identified psychological concepts related to the teaching-learning process
such as cognition, perception, motivation, emotion, stress, decision making, communication,
intelligence, creativity, hereditary, environment, and psychological therapy. The final theme
pointed out the critical teaching-learning methods found in the “Sutta Pitaka”. Finally, this
thesis concluded that modern education had been greatly influenced by Buddhist Education
while recommending the significant educational psychological concepts of “Sutta Pitaka” to

address the existing problems and propose solid solutions to modern education.

Keywords: Educational concepts, psychological concepts, student, “Sutta Pitaka”, teacher
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