S085D)BOeND MODG

©IEOL ®c&ow

The Svapnavasavadatta is the masterpiece of Bhasa, the most prolific
of the Sanskrit playwrights, to whom 12 other plays, some long and
some short, have been ascribed. It portrays the events that took place
after Udayana, King of Vatsa, escaped from imprisonment at Ujjayini
and ran away with the beautiful daughter of Pradyota, King of Avanti.
Bhasa picked up the Udayana-Vasavdatta love episode as narrated
in the now lost Brhatkatha of Gunadhya and made certain changes
to the original story to make the Svapnavasavadatta even vie with
the Abhijnanasakuntala in rasa production. Udayana is here depicted
as a faithful husband still pining for his lost wife Vasavadatta, quite
different from the gallant type of hero of the original story, who is
addicted to wine and women and an ardent pursuer of the game. His
newly married queen Padmavati happens to suffer from a severe head-
ache owing to Udayana’s incessant remembrance of his former wife
Vasavadatta, and is advised to rest in a special palace. When Udayana
goes there to see his ailing wife, Padmavati has not still come there.
So he asks his friend Vidusaka to tell a story. While he is listening to
the story he falls asleep in Padmavati’s bed. A little later Vasavadatta
(who is disguised as a lady from Avanti) come there to attend on
Padmavati. The room is dark with only a small lamp burning. She
sees someone sleeping whom she thinks to be Padmavati.and wished
to rest in the same bed. All of a sudden the sleeping person begins to
talk in a dream. She is surprised to see that it is her own husband and
is delighted because he is addressing herself. Vasavadatta replies to
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his questions. But she wants to leave the place before any one comes
there and knocks herself against the door in the rush. Udayana wakes
up and catches a glimps of Vasavadatta. When the Vidusaka returns,
he tells his friend that Vasavadatta is living. But the Vidusaka is
clever enough to convince the king that it is a dream. The plays gets
its name from this incident.
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