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'"The Bhagavadgita which forms a part of Bhishma Parva of
Mahabharata is the most popular religious poem of Sanskrit
Literature. According to Mr. William Von Humboldt, it is the most
beautiful perhaps the only true philosophical song existing in any
known tongue. Though the Bhagavadgita is not a sruti yet it is
regarded as a smyrti. Its message of deliverance is simple. Only the rich
could perform expensive sacrifices. Only the cultured could pursue
the way of knowledge (grnana marga). Gita paves a path within the
reach of all. That is devotion to god (Bhakti marga). Every thought
taught in Hinduism can be found in Gita. Therefore devotees belong
to every sect of Hinduism take the Gita for an essential manuscript.
The teachings of Sankhya — yoga, and those of Vedanta and other
philosophical systems are reserved in the Gita. Finding that the
Bhagavadgita is not a consistent piece of doctrine some scholars
think that several writers in different centuries have been at work
about it.
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