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Sanskrit grammar is a unique invention of the Vedic Aryans, that
reached much development thereafter. Today it has grown into an
important discipline that needs to be studied separately as a special
field of Sanskrit literature. The science of grammar is also known
by the synonyms Sabdanusasana and Sabdasastra, and in order to
highlight its vastness and depth, it is also designated as Sabdavarida.
The Sanskrit grammatical literature that dates back to the beginning
of formal Vedic studies, inherits an history of nearly Three millennia.
It is rich with unknown works of grammarians like Sakatayana and
Gargya and the existing works such as Yaska's Nirukta, Padapatha
of Sakalya, Rgveda-pratiskhya and Unddisttra. It also includes in its
fold the Vedangas of Siksa, Kalpa and Vyakarana for their contribution
to the preservation and the correct use of the Vedas. The Sanskrit
grammatical literature is adorned with the Astadhyayt of Panini
composed in the 4" century B.C. and acclaimed by the linguists of the
20™ century as 'the greatest monument of human intelligence'. The
purpose of this study is to make a basic investigation into Sanskrit
grammar that developed through vritis and bhasyas and various other
branches of grammatical tradition. This study will be conducted using
primary and secondary sources and investigating into the definitions
of grammar, history of grammar, its development and basic uses,
division of grammatical literature into different periods, Trimuni-
vyakarana or the Astadhyayi tradition, the independent traditions
outside that great tradition and the Sarasvata.
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