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The historical development of Tripitaka
(B8O ewiom B
Abstract

Pali tripitaka is recognized ‘the doctrine which was
discoursed throughout forty five years by the Buddha and
complied in to three baskets; Sutta, Vinaya and Abhidhamma’.
By the time of the Buddhist council, the entire discourse was
identified with the common name of Dhamma-vinaya. It was
later compiled in to three baskets and is enduring to the present.
This discourse was included in thirty one (31) books within
the Sri Lankan tradition whereas the Burmese tradition accepts
thirty five (35) books. Sri Lankan tradition accepts Sutta Pitaka
including all 19 books with four main books called nikayas and
15 books in Khuddakanikaya, Vinaya Pitaka with five books and
Abhidhamma Pitaka with seven books. The Burmese tradition
has developed with four other books named Nettippakarana,
Petakopadesa, Milindapanha and Suttasangaha included in
Khuddakha nikaya. It is suggested that this difference can be seen
because the Sri Lankan Pali literature has been developed before
the Burmese Pali literature. However, it is difficult to suggest
that the tipitaka books in four other nikayas in both traditions
are written at the same era. Even though the commentator
shave stressed that the all three baskets Sutta, Vinaya and
Abhidhamma are completely compiled at the first Buddhist
council, it is clear with the facts included in the tipitaka itself
that they are developed throughout the period from the first to
the third Buddhist council. Navangasattusasanaya gives another
point of view on the tipitaka (triple baskets) complement.
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Various comments are given by the contemporary scholars like
K.R. Norman and B.C. Law regarding the development of the
tipitaka. Thus, different views in relation to the development of
the tipitaka are analyzed in this research article.

Keywords: Sutta Pitaka, Vinaya Pitaka, Abhidhamma Pitaka,
Development, Views, Dhamma-vinaya
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