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The Lineage of Saranankara sangaraja and Buddhist Educational
Flourish in South.

D00 Benid) ex B8

Abstract

The 18" century movement led by Ven. Weliwita
Saranakara and his effort to reform the education system are
discussed in this paper. The monastic life in Sri Lanka was
facing a downfall due to the disregard of monastic discipline and
the absence of institutional education when Ven. Saranankara
obtained his monkhood. Therefore, he had to make every
possible effort to restore the monastic life and its education.
First, he created an assembly called Silvath Samagama (a group
of real monks), and developed a system of education with the
support of various teachers, overcoming numerous obstacles.
Through this procedure, he was able to establish a new society
monk of rich in knowledge and disciplines. Among the members
of this society, Ven. Sitinamaluwe Dhammajothi (who first
brought this dawn to the South), Ven. Karathota Dhammarama,
and Ven Watarakgoda Dhammapala played a vital role in
bridging this educational and religious renaissance to the South
Division of the country. Their guidance paved the way for the
emergence of scholars such as Ven. Wehelle Dhammadinna, Ven.
Kadurupokune Swannajothi, Ven. Dickwelle Buddharakkhita,
Paththayame Lekam and Baranaganitacharya. These scholars
lead the way to the advancement of new sects. Ven. Wehelle
Dhammadinna expand this lineage as the Wehalle sect, which
gave rise to two sub-divisions; the Wewa Sanga division and
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Ransegoda division. Scholars from these sects spearheaded the
revival of religion and education throughout the country. The
Mulkirigala sect, founded by Ven. Watarakgoda Dhammapala,
was a significant faction that aided in the progress of education
in Southern Sri Lanka. During the British colonial period, this
sect engaged with the public and made a massive contribution
for their benefit.

Keywords:- Education revival, Kandyan Era, Ven.Saranakara,
Silvath Samagama
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