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A Comparative Study on Rasa Contained in the Agnipurana
with the Original Works of Dramatic Criticism

RAEe0 9u3cedis 88

Abstract

The Purana refers to Sanskrit literature preserving
ancient India’s vast cultural history, including historical legends,
religious ceremonies and various arts and sciences. The eighteen
mahapuranas total over 400,000 shlokas (metrical couplets)
and date to at least several centuries BCE. The Agnipurana
is a Sanskrit text and one of the eighteen major Puranas. It is
usually ranked eighth on the list of eighteen. It is considerd as
a great Purana. There are many versions of the text, some very
different from others. The published manuscript is divided into
383 chapters and contains between 12,000 and 15,000 verses.
Agnipurana is a Tamasic Purana. It is a comprehensive work.
Agnipurana is a medieval encyclopedia that covers a wide range
of topics. The range of topics covered by this text includes
grammar, metrics, poetry, drama, principles of poetic criticism,
and a number of other topics. We assume that it is a supplement
to the main works on these topics. Agnipurana is the essence of
thr Vedas, Upanishads and principles of literary criticism, etc.
In this research, I will explore the Rasa principles contained in
the Agnipurana. Rasa refers to the “sentiment” of a dramatic
play. The term rasa or the sentiment primarily denotes taste
or favour; however in literature; it has the connotation of an
emotional experience of beauty. The author of the Agnipurana
has scarified several chapters to describe the Rasa. According to
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him there are nine rasas named srrigara, hasya, karuna, raudra,
vira, bhayanaka, bibhatsa, adbhuta, and santa. The details of the
origin of Rasa, the analysis of their small elements, focusing on
these elements, are described in the Agnipurana. In some cases,
different expressions are presented from the expressions of the
original works. This study will discuss those features included
in Agnipurana.

Keywords:- Agnipurana, Dashariipa, Drama, Natyashastra, Rasa
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