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An archaeological study on the use of metals during the Rajarata

civilization as revealed through inscriptions and genealogical
literature.
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Abstract

It’s going to be investigated regarding the use of metals
by the past humans who lived in Sri Lanka as proved by the
inscriptional factors and chronicles. It can be recognized that
the human metal technological ability of humans did not come
down to human society all at once. According to the inhabited
revolutions and at early Sri Lanka used stone tools to complete
their daily needs. Later, with the advent of metal, they got used
to metal technology to make their work easier. As a result of
that they moved from primitive folk society to urban village
society who practiced agriculture which paved the way to
use urban technology. By confirming the data obtained from
archaeological studies in the last few decades. It proved that use
of iron technology begins in Sri Lanka in 900 BC or earlier.
Along with the use of iron , it is believed that the use of BRW
pottery, the domestication of animals such as horses and cattles,
and the emergency of permanent settlements also took place
during 900-600 BC According to the chronicles, eighteen castes
of artisans came to Sri Lanka during the plantation of Sri Maha
Bodhi, and eight families of the Kammakara or Kumburu caste
came to Sri Lanka for needed works. They have been assigned
the task of welding the scissors and saws required to remove
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the idols of the Great Bodhi. In pre- Brahmi inscriptions, the
construction of caves such as "Kabara" "Kabara Gahapathi" etc,
shows that the iron workers in contemporary Sri Lanka were
a major part of the social corporation.This is also confirmed
by post-Brahmi inscriptions. The deputy chairman of that
corporation has been identified as Kammkara Naga ( Kabara
Anu Jete). The fact that a man of the Kamburu caste was the
deputy head indicates the expansion of the iron industry and the
social status of the artisans.

Keywords:- Kabara, Early Iron Age, Metal tools, Domestication
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